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AFRICAN SWINE FEVER 
What is ASF 
African swine fever is a highly contagious and deadly viral disease affecting both domestic and feral 

(wild) pigs in all age groups. ASF is not a threat to human health and cannot be transmitted from pigs to 
humans.  

ASF is spread by contact with infected animals’ body fluids. It can be spread by ticks that feed on 
infected animals. People are also a source of spread; as they can move the virus on vehicles or clothing. It 
can also be spread by feeding pigs uncooked garbage that contains infected pork products, though there 
are state and federal regulations in place to ensure garbage feeding is done correctly and will not spread 
disease.  

The signs of ASF include: high fever; decreased appetite; weakness; red, blotchy skin or skin lesions; 
diarrhea, vomiting, coughing and difficulty breathing. Producers or veterinarians should immediately report 
animals with any of these signs to state or federal animal health officials for appropriate testing and 
investigation. Timeliness is essential to preventing the spread of ASF.  

There is no treatment or vaccine available for this disease. The only way to stop this deadly disease is to 
depopulate all affected or exposed swine herds.  

Keeping ASF Out  
Because of the concern over ASF, USDA recently reviewed and further strengthened its longstanding 

stringent protections against the spread of the disease.  
These include:  
• Collaborating with states, industry and producers to ensure everyone follows on-farm biosecurity and 

best practices (including for garbage feeding in states where that is allowed);  
• Restricting imports of pork and pork products from affected countries; and  
• Working with CBP staff at ports of entry to increase passenger and baggage screening for prohibited 

products from affected countries.  
International Travelers  
International travelers also need to be aware of this disease, as they could unknowingly carry the virus into 

the United States.  
Anyone who has contact with pigs or swine farms on travel must ensure they carefully clean and disinfect 

their shoes, wash their clothes and shower prior to having contact with pigs here in the U.S. Report the visit on 
the CBP form (question 12).  

Travelers looking to bring back agricultural items or souvenirs should check USDA’s travelers web page to 
see if the item(s) are allowed. 
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SMALL GRAINS GRAZING PRACTICES 

Wheat, oats, barley, triticale and rye can provide a source of high-quality green forage for livestock during 
late fall, winter and early spring. Barley grows more rapidly in the fall and furnishes pasture more quickly than 
other small grains when planted early. Returns from grazing small grains often exceed grain value, depending 
on weather as well as livestock and grain prices. 

Grain yield will not be seriously reduced if good grazing practices are used. Young small grain plants are 
damaged by severe defoliation. Delay grazing until plants are well established and 5 to 6 inches tall and the 
secondary root system is well anchored. Income from grazed forage should more than offset any losses in 
grain production, provided grazing ceases at the proper time. 

Rank, succulent small grain plants are easily damaged by low temperatures. Properly controlled grazing 
may reduce low temperature damage resulting in increased grain yield. Early spring pasturing reduces yields 
only slightly; late spring pasturing reduces yields severely. 

Practice stocking rates light enough to avoid continuous, complete removal of top growth. Leave enough 
top growth to hold the soil and provide plant protection. If a grain crop is desired, remove livestock before 
plants begin to joint and before the growing point, which is starting to develop into a head, gets far enough 
above ground level to be removed by grazing animals (this can range from February 15 to March 15). Since 
barley and rye are earlier in jointing than wheat, triticale or oats they may lose more grain yield by late 
grazing. 

Maturity of the small grain crop will usually be delayed by late grazing. Additional problems that could 
result from this include: 1) reduced plant stands, 2) reduced number of tillers, 3) increased damage to plants 
due to livestock trampling, 4) shriveled grain due to plant and weather-related injury, and 5) increased 
potential for wind erosion. 
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